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BOROUGH  OF  BEXHILL 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairmen: 

Mr.  Councillor  N.  J.  Trill  (June  1955-August  1955) 

Mr.  Alderman  G.  H.  Goodwin 
(September  1955  for  remainder  of  Municipal  Year) 

V ice-Chairman : 

Alderman  Miss  A.  F.  Clanton 

His  Worship  the  Mayor 
(Councillor  Mrs.  J.  O.  Alexander,  J.P.) 

Mr.  Alderman  R.  F.  Rotting 
Mr.  Councillor  R.  S.  Boyes 

,,  H.  G.  Morgan 

,,  E.  Haynes 

,,  A.  S.  J.  Stevens 

Councillor  Mrs.  0.  M.  Burrell 
,,  Mrs.  E.  E.  J.  Myers 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Area  School  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  East  Sussex  County  Council ; 

R.  J.  Toleman,  M.B.E.  (Mil.),  M.B.,  B.S.(Lond.),  D.P.H.(Eng.) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

W.  H.  Ball,  Cert.S.LB.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Eoods. 

Sanitary  Inspectors : 

C.  E.  Lockley,  Cert.S.LB. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Eoods. 

S.  Wild,  Cert.S.LB.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Eoods. 

Disinfecting  Officer  and  General  Assistant: 

G.  Chalmers. 

Rodent  Operator : 

D.  Evenden. 

Clerks: 

K.  E.  Westwood. 

H.  J.  Stentiford. 

Miss  N.  W.  McEvoy. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 

Bexhill  Nursing  Association  and  East  Sussex  County  Council: 

M.  & C.  W.  Clinics:  L.  M.  Rhodes-Clooney,  M.B.,  B.S., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics:  R.  K.  Reid,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Chir.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. 

E.  W.  Graham,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses: 

Bexhill  Nursing  Association  and  East  Sussex  County  Council: 

Present  Staff: 

Full-time  Health  Visitors: 

Miss  C.  E.  Fraser,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Miss  L.  W.  Parks,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V. 

Miss  N.  W.  Spark,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  (reappointed 

25-4-55) 

Nursej  Midwives : 

Miss  B.  A.  Barker,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  (appointed 

24-5-55) 

Miss  D.  A.  Jeal,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  O.N.,  H.V. 

General  hhirse : 

Mr.  A.  B.  Kuril,  S.R.N.,  O.N. 

Changes  dtiring  1955: 

Health  Visitors  and  Nurse! Midwives : 

Miss  M.  A.  Cooke,  S.R.N.,  S.C.N.,  Q.N.  (left  8.8.55) 

Miss  C.  Oomen,  S.R.N.,  S.C.N.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  (leave  of 
absence  from  1 1.3.55) 

Miss  j.  Ross,  S.R.N.,  S.C.N.,  O.N.  (left  7.7.55) 


'ruherculosis : 

Ihist  Sussex  Onmty  (Council: 

K.  Dingley,  M.A.,  M.l).  (Chest  Pliysician). 


i'enereal  Diseases: 

Koyal  Ifast  Siissc'x  Hos])ital,  Hastings: 
W.  McAleenan,  M.K.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  BEXHILL 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955, 
which  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55,  dated  23rd  November,  1955. 

Staff 

Mr.  S.  Wild  was  appointed  District  Sanitary  Inspector  and  assumed 
duties  on  the  ist  April,  1955,  in  place  of  Mr.  F.  B.  Elliott,  who  had  left 
us  on  the  4th  September,  1954.  Mr.  Wild  came  from  Manchester, 
where  he  had  wide  experience  in  all  branches  of  hygiene  and  sanitation. 

General  Standard  of  Health 

This  was  excellent  throughout  the  year,  largely  due  to  the  long  spell 
of  hne,  sunny  weather  in  July,  August  and  September  (see  Meteorolo- 
gist’s Report).  One  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notihed  (see  section 
E).  There  were  six  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  (no  deaths);  the  one  major 
epidemic  was  Measles,  occurring  during  June,  July  and  August,  and  in 
all  587  cases  were  notihed  with  no  deaths  and,  stikingly  enough,  only 
7 of  these  were  required  to  be  admitted  to  hospital,  indicating  the  value 
of  modern  therapeutic  methods  in  dealing  with  severe  cases  and  in 
preventing  complications  of  which,  however,  there  were  very  few  (see 
Section  F).  Most  of  the  cases  attacked  were  in  infants  or  children  of 
school  age.  There  is  usually  an  interval  of  approximately  two  years 
between  successive  measles  epidemics. 

Vital  Statistics 

Infantile  Mortality 

Two  Infant  deaths  under  i year  were  registered,  both  infants 
dying  in  the  hrst  week  of  life,  and  in  both  the  cause  was  prematurity. 
The  Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  births  is  known  as  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  and  in  this  year  it  was  8.8  (England  and  Wales  24.9). 

Births  and  Death  Rates 

The  deaths  greatly  outnumbered  the  births  473  to  228,  the  popula- 
tion showed  a small  increase  from  25,900  to  26,060.  The  adjusted  Birth 
rate  was  11.4  (1954,  11.8)  and  the  adjusted  Death  rate  was  9.98  (1954, 

9-36)  ■ ^ 

Deaths 

Analysing  these  we  hnd  (see  Table  IV)  that  approximately  70% 
of  the  deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of  65  years  and  the  average  age  at 
death  was: 

Males  ...  69.34  (Expectation  of  life  England  and  Wales;  Males 
67.58). 

Females  ...  76.22  (Expectation  of  life,  England  and  Wales:  Females: 

73-05)- 
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The  chief  causative  factors  were  again  Cancer  96  (22.4%),  an  increase 
of  22  over  last  year’s  figures,  and  Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  277 
(59° 0),  an  increase  of  16,  the  percentage  being  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year. 

Deaths  from  Coronary  Disease  jumped  to  73  (64  in  1954),  while 
Tuberculosis  deaths  (2)  were  the  lowest  recorded  in  Bexhill.  The 
deaths  from  Lung  Cancer  remained  the  same,  viz.  14,  while  there  were 
no  deaths  registered  from  infectious  disease  or  pregnancy. 


Infectious  Disease 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  again  during  the  year  and 
Bexhill’s  record  is  only  one  case  in  10  years.  The  part  played  by 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  this  happy  state  of  affairs  cannot  be  too 
strongly  emphasised,  and  is  a constant  challenge  to  all  parents  to  see 
that  the  facilities  available  through  the  family  doctor  or  the  Clinics  are 
fully  used.  A decrease  in  the  numbers  immunised  would  soon  be  followed 
by  the  reappearance  of  this  dreaded  disease  with  its  crippling  compli- 
cations and  high  mortality. 

Only  15  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  as  against  103  in 
1954,  how  much  this  is  due  to  Pertussis  Immunisation  remains  to  be 
seen  but,  undoubtedly,  the  cases  that  occurred  were  not  so  severe  as 
usual. 


Poliomyelitis 

Six  cases  were  notified  as  follows: 


Girl  aged  18  months  Paralysis  of  face 


H.  Boy  aged  8 years 

C.  Girl  aged  2 years 

(sister  of  boy) 

1)  Man  aged  35  years 

(visitor  to  Bexhill 
and  probably  in- 
fected before  he 
came  here) 

B.  Girl  aged  3 years 

(a  transfer  from  a 
lamdon  Children’s 
I h)S])ital  and  ])rol)- 
ably  infecteci  l)e- 
fore  in  London) 

!•,  .Man  aged  47  years 

(a  gardener  in  a 
Cliihlren’s  1 hnne 


Paralysis  of  left 
arm  only 

Paralysis  of  legs 

Paralysis  of  neck 
muscles  and 
right  shoulder 
girdle 

Partial  Paralysis 
of  leg 


Lartial  Paralysis 
of  l(‘ft  arm  and 


leg 


Complete 

recovery 

Partial 

recovery 

Partial 

recovery 

I^artial 

recovery 


Partial 

recovery 


1 Grtial 
recovery 


A mild  case 

Moderately  severe 
case 

Moderately  severe 
case 

Moderately  severe 
case 


Mild  case 


Moderate  case 


()n(t  case  occurred  in  Marcli,  one  in  June,  and  the  others  during  the 
peak  periorl  Se])tember-October.  During  this  latter  period  Nose  and 
'I  hroad.  operations  anrl  routine  Immunisation  injections  were  postponed 
until  November-I)(;c(“T7ib('r,  i.e.  until  after  the  peak  of  high  incidence  of 
1 1)0  fliscasf;. 


7 


Sanitary  Circumstances 

Full  details  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section 
of  the  report  and,  once  again,  in  spite  of  being  short-handed  for  three 
months  during  the  year,  it  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  testify  to  the  high 
standard  that  Mr.  Bail  and  his  colleagues  maintain  in  the  environmental 
held  of  Public  Health. 

Welfare  Services  for  Old  People 

Old  People’s  Foot  Health  Service 

The  usefulness  of  this  Service  cannot  be  too  highly  emphasised, 
giving,  as  it  does,  mobility  to  old  persons  who  would  otherwise  be 
conhned  to  their  rooms  and  unable  to  get  about  except  with  pain  and 
suffering.  It  is  hnanced  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions  and  is 
administered  by  a voluntary  sub-committee  of  the  Bexhill  Council  of 
Social  Service.  The  number  catered  for  during  the  year  was  74,  and 
these  cases  attend  the  Chiropodist’s  surgeries  about  once  in  every  4-6 
weeks.  It  is  hoped  to  develop  this  Service  by  domiciliary  visits  this 
year  aided  by  a grant  from  the  National  Council  For  the.  Care  of  Old 
People.  Particulars  of  this  Service  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public 
Health  Department,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  at  present  there  is  no 
scheme  available  under  the  National  Health  Service.  Persons  treated 
are  all  old  age  pensioners  and  are  charged  according  to  income  and 
means. 

Mass  Radiography  Umt 

This  did  not  operate  in  Bexhill  during  the  year,  but  will  be  available 
for  one  week  during  September-October  1956. 

Litter  Nuisance 

Fouling  of  Footpaths  by  Dogs 

Bexhill  is  proud  of  its  reputation  as  a very  clean  town,  but  from 
time  to  time  the  above  problems  become  very  pressing  and  noticeable 
Once  again  the  Health  Department  urgently  requests  all  members  of 
the  public  to  play  their  part  in  assisting  us  to  keep  these  grave  nuisances 
to  a minimum. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47, 
as  amended  by  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1951 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  during  1955. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  area  is  the  East  Sussex  County 
Council,  who  have  delegated  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  his 
capacity  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  supervision 
and  administration  of  the 

(i)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Service. 

(ii)  Ambulance  Service. 
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Committees 

The  Committees  responsible  for  health  matters  in  Bexhill  are,  with 
their  duties: 

1.  Health  Committee 

(a)  Public  Health  and  sanitation. 

(b)  Slaughterhouses,  dairies.  Shops  Acts  and  factories  and  work- 

shops. 

(c)  Moveable  dwellings. 

(d)  Mortuary.  ^ 

(e)  Breaches  of  Byelaws  or  Statutes  as  to  matters  dealt  with  by 

them. 

(f)  The  service  of  Notices  (other  than  Preliminary  Notices),  and, 

if  necessary,  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 

(g)  Reconstruction  of  drains. 

(h)  Pollution  of  streams  and  watercourses. 

(i)  To  exercise  and  carry  out  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Council 

in  all  matters  of  urgency  relating  to  the  suppression  of 
nusiances  and  the  preservation  of  public  health. 

(j)  Sewerage  and  drainage. 

(k)  The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 

2.  Estates  and  Parks  Committees 

(a)  The  care,  control  and  management  of  the  swimming  bath. 

(b)  The  care,  control  and  management  of  cemeteries. 


3.  Water  Committee 

(a)  The  supply  of  water  and  management  and  control  of  the  water 
undertaking  of  the  Council. 

In  the  near  future  the  new  Clean  Food  Regulations  will  become 
operative  with  the  emphasis  on  scrupulous  cleanliness,  both  personal 
and  environmental  as  far  as  cafes,  kitchens  and  restaurants  and  their 
staffs  are  concerned.  1'lie  public  can  here,  also,  play  an  important  part 
in  assisting  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  who  advise  and  assist  caterers 
to  com})ly  with  the  Regulations  which  put  the  “ accent  ” on  cleanliness 
at  all  stages  of  food  ])re])aration  and  serving  as  well  as  the  part  played 
by  tem|)eratures  in  the  growth  of  food  poisoning  germs. 

Another  milestone  in  Public  Health  ]:)rogress  in  Bexhill  is  the  pro- 
vision rjf  main  sewers  and  the  develo])ment  at  Pebsham  which  will 
ultimately  rid  tin;  town  of  no  less  than  40  cess])ools  and  60  heavily 
contaminated  wells,  in  addition  to  o])ening  u})  a new  area  for  housing 
jjurjjoses. 


In  conclusion  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  H.  Ball,  and  his  colleagues,  Mr.  K.  Westwood, 
Chief  Clerk,  and  the  clerical  staff  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  support 
and  for  excellent  teamwork  on  all  occasions. 

To  the  Chairmen,  Councillor  N.  J.  Trill,  Alderman  G.  H.  Goodwin, 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  I am  indebted  for  their  constant 
interest  and  encouragement  while  the  Town  Clerk,  in  particular,  and 
my  fellow  Chief  Officials  have  been  most  helpful  on  all  occasions  that  I 
have  sought  their  advice  and  assistance. 

The  local  Press,  as  usual,  have  helped  in  securing  publicity  when- 
ever required  and  a special  thank  you  is  accorded  to  them. 


R.  J.  TOLEMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1956. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area 

8,015  acres 

Population  . . 

26,060 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

7T55 

Number  of  inhabited  flats 

1,580 

Rateable  value  as  at  31st  March,  1955  . . 

£415,345 

General  Rate 

22s.  od.  in  £ 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

. . £1,619  ^3^- 

METEOROLOGY 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Sargent,  the  Borough  Meteorologist, 
for  the  following  report  for  1955: 

Meteorological  observations  at  Bexhill  were  carried  on  throughout 
the  year  1955.  Daily  telegraphic  reports  and  monthly  returns  were 
transmitted  to  the  Meteorological  Office,  Air  Ministry,  and  information 
was  supplied  to  the  press,  to  the  publishers  of  year-books,  to  local 
municipal  departments,  and  to  numerous  inquirers. 

The  total  duration  of  sunshine  for  the  year  1955 — 1,800.1  hrs. — 
differed  but  little  from  the  normal,  and  it  afforded  a pleasing  contrast 
to  that  of  the  previous  year  when  the  total  duration  showed  a dehciency 
of  over  240  hours  in  relation  to  normal. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year,  30.52  in.,  exceeded  the  normal  by  1.72  in. 
Thunderstorms  occurred  more  frequently  than  in  other  years,  and  to 
the  heavy  falls  of  rain  on  these  occasions  may  be  attributed  the  year’s 
excess.  May  was  very  wet,  its  total  fall  of  4.36  in.  being  2.46  in.  above 
the  normal.  November,  usually  a wet  month,  with  a normal  fall  of 
3.61  in.,  was  very  dry;  of  its  total  fall — 1.20  in. — over  i in.  was  recorded 
during  the  first  five  days. 

A long,  dry  period  extended  from  the  last  week  in  March  until 
the  end  of  April — 35  consecutive  days  when  only  one  substantial  fall 
(0.34  in.)  was  registered. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  49.9°  (normal  50.2°). 
'fhe  first  three  months  were  notably  cold,  and  there  was  some 
heavy  falls  of  snow.  The  mean  temperature  of  March,  38.7°,  was  4° 
below  the  normal;  it  was  the  coldest  March  on  local  record. 

'fhe  holiday  months  of  July,  August  and  September  were  very 
warm,  sunny  and  relatively  calm.  The  mean  temperature  of  August, 
64.3°,  was  2.5°  above  tlie  normal.  On  15  days  during  this  month 
temperatures  exceeded  70°,  and  on  two  other  days  reached  81°. 

h'or  the  third  year  in  succession  December  was  remarkably  mild; 
the  mean  t(;mperature  was  44.9°. 

'fhe  full  records  of  daily  observations  of  air-pressure,  temperatures, 
liiirniflity,  sunshine,  ))recij)itation,  clouds,  visibility,  and  wind,  with 
note,s  on  the  general  w(!ather  conditions  throughout  the  year,  are 
available,  for  refer(;nce. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Males  Females 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  io8  105 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  8 7 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  popula- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

(Comparability  Factor  1.30)  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  — — 

Stillbirths:  Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ..  3 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Rate  per  1,000  population  — — 

Deaths  184  289 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  ...  — — 

(Comparability  Factor  0.55)  Adjusted  Death  Rate  — — 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  . ...  2 — 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  31  65 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  — — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  (all  ages)  ...  — — 


Total 

213 

15 

8.75 

11.4 

5 


.19 

473 

18.15 

9.98 


2 


8.8 

96 


TABLE 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  Causes 

■\Jalc 

187 

Female 

254 

I.  Tuberculosis  respiratory 

I 

I 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— ■ 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

\ 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

I 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 

6 

9 

ir.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

4 

12.  IMalignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

9 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

7 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1.5 

36 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

I 

I 

16.  Diabetes 

I 

I 

17.  \"ascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

27 

64 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

39 

34 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

5 

II 

20  Other  heart  disease  . . 

28 

51 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . . 

7 

II 

22.  Influenza 

I 

23.  Pneumonia  . . 

II 

14 

24.  Bronchitis 

5 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

5 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum.  . 

3 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

I 

— 

29  Hyper])lasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .. 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

II 

1 

14 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

34.  All  other  accidents  . . 

I 

3 

35.  Suicide 

2 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

— 

— 
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TABLE  2 

INFANTILE  DEATHS,  1955.  TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  AND  AGES 

AT  DEATH 


Cause 

Age  in  Wee 

ks 

Total 

1 under 

i I 

{Month 

Age 

in  Months 

Total 

-I 

^ -2 

I 

! -3 

-4 

2 T 

3 + 

64-i 

9-12 

Prematurity 

! 

1 2 

I ! 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TABLE  3 

INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AND  WARD 


DISTRIBUTION 
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Prematurity 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1955  SHOWN  BY  WARDS 
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Total 

1 

1 

i 

1 

CO 

10 

i 

CO 

VO 

00 

M 

VO 

M 

o^ 

CO 

'O 

Ward  j 

Sidley 

i 

CO 

Cl 

1 

1 

I 

- 

M 

i 

1 " 

Tt- 

<N 

St.  Mark’s 

I 

m 

10 

0 

I 

1 

1 

I 

CO 

i 

c^ 

VO 

Sackville 

1 

- 

75 

M 

' 

- 

1 

- 

79 

Old  Town 

1 

- 

Tt- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

I 

(M 

M 

Egerton  Park  j 

1 

! 

CO 

44 

ro  i 
1 

1 

M j 

1 

10 

C 

Central 

VO 

M 

I 

- 

1 

89 

D 

n 

Diphtheria  . . | 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles  . . j 

Scarlet  Fever.  . 

Pneumonia  . . j 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexiaj 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  j 

Totals 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications 

i6 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  continued  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  their  Brighton 
laboratory,  under  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  Director. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

While  the  Ambulances  themselves  are  the  property  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  the  Service  itself  is  staffed  and  run  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  Bexhill  Division,  and  continues  to  function 
efficiently  and  satisfactorily  by  the  personnel  concerned. 


TABLE  6 

GALLS,  1955 — ^Three  Ambulances 


1 

1 Local 

District,  30 

Mile  Radius 

Casualties  j 

Long 

Distance 

Total  Calls 

Total 

Mileage 

January 

135 

, 4 

5 

3 

142 

1.854 

February 

1 10 

I 

9 

I 

1 12 

1.187 

March 

148 

I 

8 

10 

159 

2,810 

April  . . 

123 

— 

1 1 

6 

131 

2,166 

May 

140 

— 

^4 

2 

142 

1.433 

J une 

120 

2 

1 1 

4 

126 

1.568 

July 

140 

2 

15 

7 

149 

2,276 

August  . . 

147 

2 

13 

4 

153 

2,036 

September 

156 

3 

19 

7 

166 

2.367 

October . . 

139 

— 

5 

5 

144 

1.904 

November 

134 

I 

1 2 

3 

138 

1. 717 

December 

III 

— 

1 2 

2 

113 

1.322 

Totals 

1,605 

16 

144 

54 

i 1.675 

22,640 

TABLE  7 


Year 

Local 

District, 
30-Mile  Radius 

Casual- 

ties 

Long 

Distance 

Total 

Calls 

Total 
. Mileage 

1948 

(July/ Dec.) 

274 

55 

49 

38 

416 

8,082 

1049  * 

726 

12 

79 

52 

869 

15.382 

i()y) 

I I 

I 6 

1 17 

59 

1.235 

18,970 

1 95 ' 

1,222 

23 

1 18 

65 

1,428  ' 

20,833 

1952 

L35« 

3' 

J3i> 

58 

1,577 

22,542 

f953 

1,481 

23 

149 

53 

1,706 

21,894 

•9  54 

1.798 

35 

J3' 

60 

1,893 

19.702 

Twf)  ambulances,  January/A])ril ; three  ambulances,  May/December, 
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Nursing  in  the  Home 

During  1955  the  following  number  of  cases  were  attended  by  the 


District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  : 

Maternity  and  Midwifery  . . . . 106 

General  cases  . . . . . . . . 478 

The  visits  paid  were  ; 

Maternity  and  Midwifery  . . . . 2,120 

General  Nursing  . . . . . . . . 14,240 

(Including  Casual) 

Health  Visits  . . ..  ..  5,024 

Ante-  and  Post-Natal  . . . . . . 1,078 

Clinic  Sessions  attended  . . . . . . 659 

Mothercraft  Classes  and  Examinations  . . 41 

T.B.  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . 408 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  for  School  Children,  Monday  to  Friday 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : at  9 a.m. 

Dental  Clinic  for  School  Children, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  By  appointment 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  Every  Thursday  at  2.30  p.m 


Ante-Natal  Clinic, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill 

Dental  Clinic  for  Mothers  and  Pre- 
London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic, 
London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Vaccination  Clinic  : 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill 


1st  Fridays,  3rd  Wednesdays  and 
4th  Tuesdays  at  2.30  p.m 
■School  Children 

By  appointment 

Mondays,  as  required,  2.30  p.m. 

Second  Wednesday  in 
Month  at  2.30  p.m. 


Chest  Clinic, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic, 

Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  : 


Every  Monday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weds.,  2.15  p.m.  - 4.15  p.m. 
Fridays,  4.45  p.m.  -6.15  p.m. 


TABLE  8 

Attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Ante -Natal,  and 

Dental  Clinics 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic: 

(i)  Number  of  children  who  first  attended  the  Centre  during  the 
year  and  who  at  their  first  attendance  were  under  1 year 
of  age  . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 
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(2)  Number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centre  during  the  year 
and  who  were  born  in: 

1955  140 

1954  93 

1953-50 84 

Total  Children  . . . . . . . . . . 317 


(3)  Number  of  attendances  during  the  year  made  by  children 
who  at  the  date  of  attendance  were: 

(i)  Under  i year  of  age  . . . . . . . . . . 1,306 

(ii)  Over  i but  under  2 years  of  age  . . . . 0.  271 

(hi)  Over  2 but  under  5 years  of  age  . . . . . . 141 

Total  attendances  . . . . . . . . . . 1,718 


Percentage  of  registered  live  births  represented  by  the  number 

in  (i) 79 

Ante -Natal  Clinic: 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  . . . . . . 51 

Number  of  attendances  . . . . . . . . . . . . 138 

Dental  Clinic: 

Number  of  attendances  by  Mothers  . . . . . . . . 124 

Number  of  attendances  by  Infants  . . . . . . . . 43 

Health  Visitors 

The  following  statement  shows  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year: 

To  expectant  mothers: 

First  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

To  infants  under  i year: 

First  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 210 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,800 

To  children  aged  i to  5 years  . . . . . . . . . . 2,494 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

'the  I^last  Sussex  County  Council  is  ihe  local  supervising 
Authority  under  Part  VJ  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  jiarticulars  with  reference  to  the  Homes  iii  Bexhill 
have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

'total  number  of  homes  registered  in  the  Borough  . . . . 9 

Number  of  a])}hications  for  registration  during  1954  . . — 

Homes  registered  during  the  year  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

t^rrlc^rs  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  . . . . — 

Nursing  Homes  closed  down  during  the  year  by  owners  . . 2 
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SECTION  G 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

Under  the  Bexhill  Corporation  Act,  1925,  the  control  of  the  water 
supply  is  vested  in  the  Bexhill  Corporation. 

(a)  The  Statutory  area  includes  the  Borough  of  Bexhill  and  seven 
rural  parishes,  tiie  water  being  obtained  from  three  pumping  stations 
and  is  fed  throughout  the  whole  area  through  113  miles  of  mains,  and 
the  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  with  regard  to  quality 
and  quantity. 

(b)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  subsequent 
treatment  at  the  various  pumping  stations  are  carried  out. 

During  1955  a sample  was  submitted  each  month  for  bacteriological 
and/or  chemical  examinations  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  consumers 
and  in  all  cases  the  standard  was  that  required  of  a public  supply. 

(c)  The  water  of  the  Bexhill  Area  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(d)  There  are  within  the  Borough  6,953  dwelling-houses  and  1,704 
flats  supplied  direct  from  the  public  water  mains,  and  in  addition  there 
are  114  houses  covered  by  standpipe  supplies  and  591  metered  trade 
supplies. 

In  the  statutary  area  outside  the  Borough  there  are  946  dwelling- 
houses  and  17  flats  directly  connected  with  the  public  mains,  and  in 
addition  there  are  304  metered  supplies. 

The  average  quantity  of  water  used  daily  during  1955  in  the 
statutory  area  was  1,373,000  gallons,  which  represents  an  increase  of 
38,000  per  day  as  compared  with  1954. 
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WATER  ANALYSIS 

Copy  of  Report  on  Sample  of  Water  taken  on  1 1th  July,  1955. 
High  Level 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance 

Bright  with  very  few  mineral 
particals 

Colour  ... 

...  Nil 

pH  

...  8.1 

Electric  Conductivity 

•••  335 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

...  41 

Hardness — Carbonate 

95 

Non-Carbonate  ... 

0 

Total 

•••  95 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

...  0.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

...  0.0 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

...  0.0 

Metals  ... 

Iron:  Less  than  0.03.  Manganese: 
0.04.  Other  metals  absent 

Turbidity  

Less  than  3 

Odour  ... 

...  Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide... 

...  Trace 

Total  Solids  ... 

...  225 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

•••  95 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Less  than  o.oi 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

...  0.15 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Bacteriological  Results 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on 

Agar  per  c.c.  or  ml.  in  : 

I day  at  37°C 

0 

2 days  at  37°C 

0 

3 days  at  20°C 

I 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes  Reaction  ...  Present  in  — ml. 

Absent  from  loo  ml. 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  i) 

...  Present  in  — ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 
Probable  No.  0 per  100  ml. 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction 

...  Present  in  — ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 

Report 

'I'his  sainj)le  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a minute  trace  of  manganese  and  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The 
water  is  fairly  soft  in  character  and  free  from  any  excess  of  mineral  or 
saline  constituents.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity. 
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These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome 
m character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

A scheme  for  the  main  trunk  sewer  at  Pebsham  has  been  approved 
by  the  Minister  and  work  on  its  construction  is  expected  to  start  early 
in  1956. 

Approval  in  principle  has  also  been  given  to  two  surface  water 
drainage  schemes  in  the  western  part  of  the  Borough  which,  when  con- 
structed, will  materially  relieve  certain  areas  now  subjected  to  flooding 
and  will  also,  to  a smaller  degree,  give  some  relief  to  certain  sewers 
which  are  surcharged  during  times  of  storm. 

Obstructions  to  the  sewerage  system  which  have  occurred  during 
the  year  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  and  the  clearing  and  drag- 
ging of  main  sewers  in  the  Borough  has  been  continued. 


3.  Rivers  and  Streams 

Several  minor  cases  of  blockage  and  silting  have  been  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and  a survey  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department 
of  all  vulnerable  points  is  well  in  hand  preparatory  to  introducing  a 
system  whereby  landowners  will  be  reminded  of  their  responsibilities  in 
this  direction  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year. 


4.  Public  Cleansing 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  carried  out  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor’s  Department,  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  and 
v/eekly  collections,  with  twice  weekly  and  special  collections  from 
Hotels  and  Schools,  where  necessary,  has  been  maintained. 

The  cost  of  controlled  tipping  has  continued  to  be  reduced  by  a 
redistribution  of  labour  without  any  reduction  in  the  efflciency  of  the 
method  and  no  justifiable  complaints  relating  to  this  operation  have 
been  made. 


5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

During  1955,  6,751  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
The  nature  of  the  inspections,  together  with  the  list  of  notices  served 
and  the  results  of  such  notices  are  included  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  which  appears  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

6.  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

During  the  year  221  visits  v/ere  paid  to  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces.  Nineteen  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  of  which 
18  were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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7-  Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  i6  licensed  sites,  giving  accommodation  for  201  caravans 
and  227  tents,  in  the  area. 

Routine  inspections  of  fairs  and  circuses  have  been  carried  out  and 
the  usual  high  standard  was  found. 

Youth  organisations  again  visited  the  area  for  camping  holidays. 
The  arrangements  at  the  various  sites  were  kept  under  observation. 


8.  Smoke  Abatement 

Premises  were  kept  under  observation  from  time  to  time — a total 
of  32  visits  were  made. 

The  principal  industries  are  Gas  Works,  Brick  Works  and  Dry 
Cleaning  Works.  Railway  operations  also  come  within  the  sphere  of 
activity. 


9.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

This  important  aspect  of  Public  Health  was  undertaken  during  the 
bathing  season  and  18  samples  were  taken  of  bath  water  and  submitted 
for  analysis.  All  of  which  were  satisfactory. 


10.  Eradication  of  Vermin 

A total  of  13  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  premises 
infested  with  fleas — ^8  private  houses  and  5 council  houses. 

In  connection  with  rehousing  in  Council  Houses  122  visits  were 
paid.  Furniture  and  effects  were  inspected  prior  to  re-housing. 


11.  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  two  premises  in  the  area  which  come  within  the  definition 
of  offensive  trades,  i.e.,  two  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers.  Six  visits  were 
made  during  the  year. 


12.  Fish  Frying  Premises 

1'here  are  5 ])remises  in  the  Borough  where  this  trade  is  carried  on. 
.At  3 ])remises  wet  fish  is  also  sold.  12  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


18.  Pig-Keeping,  Poultry-Keeping  and  Rabbit-Keeping 

'flu;  Officers  of  the  Dejxirtment  have  supervised  premises  where 
}ag-ke(-ping,  })oultry-keej)ing  and  rabbit-keeping  are  pursued,  and  in 
this  crjnrH'ction  10  visits  were  })aid  to  premises  for  poultry  and  rabbit- 
keej)ing  anri  10  visits  for  pig-keeping. 
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14.  Shops  Acts 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Employment  of  Young  Persons  Act,  1920. 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  257  visits  were  made  to  shops  during 
the  year  in  relation  to  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation  and  general 
sanitation. 

Nine  notices  were  served  in  this  connection,  of  which  all  had  been 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
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-CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 
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Prosecutions 

(8) 

NIL 

1 

Notices 

served 

(7) 

NIL 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholsome 
premises 

(6) 

NIL 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

(5) 

NIL 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(4) 

NIL 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


General  details  with  regard  to  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  are 
submitted  in  the  following  tabular  form  : — ^ 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses  ...  ...  72 

One  bedroom  Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  4 


1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  716 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  1,435 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925,  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  Nil 

(in)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  ht  in 
conscfiuence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


39 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  ht 

after  service  ot  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  18 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  alter  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936; — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  ot  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ..  Ni] 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 

During  the  year  i complaint  with  regard  to  overcrowding  was 
investigated  by  the  Department. 


5.  Reconditioning  of  Houses 

39  houses  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 
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6.  Housing  Programme 

The  undermentioned  table,  supplied  by  the  Corporation  Housing 
Department,  sets  out  details  with  regard  to  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  and  the  number  rehoused  at  31st  December,  1954. 

c.  Applications 

(a)  Total  number  of  applications  on  Housing  Register 

as  at  31st  December,  1954  ...  ...  ...  512 

(b)  Applications  from  non-residents  ...  ...  ...  73 

(c)  Applicants  working  in  Bexhill,  but  living  out  of 

the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^25 

2.  Re-housed 

(a)  Total  number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Com- 

mittee since  June,  1945  ...  ...  ...  1,165 

(b)  Of  the  above,  80  per  cent,  have  been  ex-Servicemen. 

3.  The  Building  Programme  for  1956  is  as  follows  : 

(a)  14  One  bedroom  Bungalows. 

(b)  54  Houses. 


31 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply 

A total  of  82  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  dealers’ 
premises  and  dairies  during  1955. 

Registrations 

The  accompanying  table  gives  details  of  the  regulations  effected 
and  the  licences  issued  during  the  year : 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938-49 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949-54 

and  the 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations, 

1949-53 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938-49 — ^Registrations 

Certificate  of  Registration  of  Dairy  ...  ...  ...  5 

Certificate  of  Registration  of  Distributor  ...  ...  ...  29 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regu- 
lations, 1949-53 — Licences: 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designa- 
tion “ Pasteurised  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licence  in  respect  of  Pasteurised 

Milk ...  5 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licence  in  respect  of  Sterilised 
Milk I 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949 — Licences  : 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designa- 
tionTuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  Milk 

During  the  year  there  have  been  two  plants  operating  within  the 
Borough  and  two  sources  of  supply  of  milk  were  treated  at  plants  out- 
side the  Borough.  The  remaining  supplier  obtains  milk  from  one  of 
the  local  pasteurising  plants. 

During  the  year  40  samples  of  this  milk  were  taken.  One  sample 
was  found  not  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  tests. 
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Tuberculin-Tested  Milk 

There  are  20  Dealers  in  the  Borough  who  supply  graded  milks 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. 

(i)  Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised). 

Thirty-two  samples  of  Tuberculin-Tested  Pasteurised  Milk 
were  obtained,  and  upon  examination  two  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

(ii)  Tuberculin-Tested  (Certified). 

Forty-five  samples  of  this  grade  of  milk  were  obtained,  of 
which  nine  were  found  to  be  unsatisafactory. 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  various  grades  of  milk  takenMuring 
the  year  was  117  as  compared  with  114  of  last  year.  Only  12  samples 
or  10.25%  were  found  to  be  unsatisafctory.  A generally  satisfactory 
position. 

TABLE  9 

MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN 


Pasteurised 

T uberculin-T  ested 
(Pasteurised) 

T uberculin-T  ested 
(Certified) 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

39 

I 

30 

2 

36 

9 

In  addition  difficulties  were  experienced  with  the  supply  of  Tuber- 
culin-Tested (Certified)  Milk  from  a farm  situated  outside  the  Borough, 
wliich  necessitated  special  investigation.  Ten  special  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  and  it  was  ultimately  found  that  the  cause  of  the  unsatis- 
factory results  was  due  to  the  time  lag  between  Producer  and  delivery 
to  Consumer. 

New  Premises 

July  saw  the  o])ening  of  a new  Dairy  and  Pasteurising  Plant  to 
rc|)lace  a set  of  premises  which  had  long  been  a source  of  concern  to  the 
Department.  3'hese  ])remises  will  deal  with  milk  distributed  over  a 
wirle  ar(;a  in  addition  to  Bexhill. 

(b)  Food  Poisoning 

'fhere  was  one  outbreak  of  h'ood  Poisoning  during  the  year.  This 
fv:currf;d  in  an  Institution  and  affected  23  persons  in  all;  it  was 
cliaractfuis(;fl  by  affecting  infants  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 years, 
the  main  clinical  factors  being  an  acute  onset  with  abdominal  pain, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea  of  jnoderate  severity.  No  child  was  acutely 
or  gravely  ill  and  then;  were  no  details. 
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The  duration  of  the  illness  was  48-72  hours,  and  the  causative 
organisrn  after  investigation  was  found  to  be  Salmonella  Typhi-murium 
infecting  reheated  beef  served  as  mince  some  24-48  hours  before  the 
onset  of  symptoms.  Full  investigation  of  all  food  handlers  and  kitchen 
staff  proved  negative,  and  it  was  finally  decided  that  the  outbreak  had 
been  caused  by  contamination  of  the  beef  by  some  individual  who  had 
been  a temporary  carrier  and  whose  standard  of  personal  hygiene  was 
low. 


This  outbreak  once  again  stresses  the  two  most  important  pre- 
ventive measures  concerned  in  the  campaign  against  Food  Poisoning, 
e.g.:— 

(i)  Scrupulous  cleanliness  in  all  kitchens,  food  stores  and  food 

preparing  rooms. 

(ii)  The  danger  of  consuming  reheated  food  dishes  unless  adequate 

steps  have  been  taken  beforehand  to  see  that  the  food  in 
question  has  been  left  at  a temperature  low  enough  to  prevent 
the  growth  of  Food  Poisoning  germs. 

The  coming  in  force  during  1956  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regu- 
lations is  a most  important  milestone  in  Public  Health  legislation,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  all  concerned  recognise  their  responsi- 
bilities and  obligations.  Food  Poisoning  will  be  soon  as  rare  as  Diph- 
theria, and  become  merely  a text  book  curiosity. 


(c)  Food  Hygiene 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 
Type: 

Cafes  . . . . , . . . . . , . . . • • 54 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Greengrocers  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . , . . . . . • • 49 

Wet  Fish 8 

Fried  Fish  . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Bread  and  Confectionery  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Miscellaneous,  including  sweets  and  Ice  Cream  , , . . 43 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Total  . . . . , . . . . . . . . . 243 

Total  shops  in  Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . 493 


Number  of  Food  PrExMISes  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Sausages  or  Potted,  Pickled 
or  Preserved  Food 


21 
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TABLE  10 

SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  MEAT 
AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Meat 

Beef 

Sausages 

Pork  

Ox  Kidneys 

Veal  

Liver 

Bullock  Kidney  and  Fat 
Boar’s  Head 


Tinned  Meat 

Larnb’s  Liver 
Minced  Beef  Loaf 
Braised  Pork  Kidney 
Chicken  Joints  ... 
Lambs’  Tongues 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Stewed  Steak 
jellied  Veal 
Corned  Beef 
Beef  and  Veg 
Chicken  and  Ham 
Ox  Tongue 
Pork  Chop 
Beef  Steak 
Pork 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 
Pressed  Veal 


MisceJlaneous 

Cereals 
Cheese 
Raisins 
Ciorn  flour 
Kit-L-Kat 


lbs.  ozs. 


073 

0 

88 

8 

22 

0 

29 

0 

57 

0 

30 

8 

13 

0 

23 

12 

7 

0 

2 

4 

12 

I 

4 

12 

78 

12 

8 

0 

63 

0 

182 

12 

I 

0 

24 

13 

4 

4 

0 

I 

8 

12 

12 

8 

0 

16 

Him 

0 

H 

39 

8 

5 

4 

8 

2 

0 

Total 
weight, 
lbs.  ozs. 


1,336  12 


373  Mi 


63  Mi 
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Tinned  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 iij 

Fresh  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  321  o 


329 

H 

H 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Goods  ... 

854 

II 

Bacon  and  Ham — Tinned  and  otherwise 

167 

13 

3,126 

I2i 

Disposal 

Animal  Feeding  and  Manufacturing 

Purposes 

3,126 

I2I 

TABLE  11 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE 

OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

exclu- 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

i 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 



_ 

, 





— 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

i — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Titherculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tubercu- 
losis 



Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

_ 



Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

— 

j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  12 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Adulteration 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  sub-section,  and  the  following  information  has  been 
received  from  that  Authority: — 


Number  of 

Article  Samples  taken  Genuine  Adulterated 

Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal 


Milk 8 63 

Milk  (Channel  Islands)  — 14 

Pork  Sausages  . . — 2 

Ice  Cream  . . . . — 2 

Whisky  . . . . — 2 

Mincemeat  . . . . — 2 


Sausage  Roll  . . . . — i 

Meat  Paste  . . . . — i 

Crab  Meat  . . . . — i 

Minced  Pork  . . . . — i 

Steak  Pudding  . . — i 

Butter  Fudge  . . . . — i 

Butter  Mints  . . . . — i 

Sherry  A Cough  Sweets  — i 

Dripping  . . . . — i 

Margarine  . . . . — i 

Marmalade  . . . . — i 

Pepper  . . . . — i 

Coffee  Extract  . . — i 

Golden  Raising  Powder  — i 

Swiss  Roll  . . . . — I 

Orange  Crush  . . . . — i 

Angelica  . . . . — i 

Jersey  Cream  . . . . — i 


61 

12 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


8 


2 

2 


'Die  two  informal  samples  of  Channel  Island  Milk  reported  as  un- 
satisfactory were  dehcient  in  fat.  Samples  were  then  taken  from  each 
oil  urn  of  the  consignment  to  the  wholesale  dairy  when  the  bulk  con- 
signment was  satisfactory. 

'the  two  informal  samples  of  milk  adulterated  were  followed  up  by 
formal  samples  which  w(;re  also  adulterated.  Proceedings  were  instituted 
;i.gainst  the  h'armcu  selling  the  milk  to  the  wholesale  dairy  and  resulted 
in  'A  cfjiiviction  and  linos  of  £2()  and  £14.  14s.  od.  costs. 
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Ice  Cream 

One  hundred  and  twenty  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
with  the  following  results : 

Grade  i,  67;  Grade  2,  46;  Grade  3,  6;  Grade  4,  i. 

In  assessing  the  hygienic  quality  of  ice  cream  it  is  generally  accepted 
that  the  product  should  attain  either  Grade  i or  2. 

The  results  show  that  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  1955, 
94.16  per  cent,  satisfied  the  requirements  of  Grades  i and  2,  as  com- 
pared with  95.69  per  cent,  during  the  year  1954. 

Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
quality  of  the  product,  which  is  based  on  a Fat  Content  Standard  of  5 
per  cent.  All  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Strict  supervision  is  given  to  premises  where  ice  cream  is  handled; 
188  visits  for  sampling  and  inspection  were  paid  during  the  year. 

Number  of  manufacturing  premises;  2. 

Number  of  registered  retail  premises;  126. 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  table  below  summarises  the  notihcations  for  the  year,  together 
with  Hospital  Admissions  (Isolation  Hospital,  Hastings,  now  named 
The  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital). 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  Measles  epidemic  and  also 
to  the  six  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis. 

In  regard  to  the  admissions  to  hospital,  7 were  measles  cases  (4 
of  which  were  transferred  from  Hospital  and  Homes  in  Bexhill,  2 
were  measles  complicated  by  Broncho-pneumonia,  and  the  other  was 
a case  where  there  was  difficulty  in  nursing  the  child  at  home).  All 
did  well  and  were  discharged  on  an  average  after  10-14  days’  sta}/  in 
Hospital. 

The  Pertussis  admission  was  also  a Broncho-Pneumonia  case 
which  also  did  well  and  was  discharged  after  three  weeks. 


TABLE  13 


Cases  admitted 

Disease 

Notihcations 

received 

to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

I 

— 

Measles 

587 

7 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

i 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

6 

*10 

— 

Totals 

628 

18  1 

— 

* 4 cases  for  observation,  diagnosis  not  confirmed. 


Vaccination 

'I'en  j)ubhc  sessions  of  Vaccination  were  held  during  the  year  on  the 
seconrl  Wednesday  in  the  month  at  the  East  Sussex  County  Clinic, 
Louflop  Road,  at  2.30  p.m.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of 
the  number  vaccinated  and  revaccinated  at  the  Clinic  and  by  General 
ITactitioners. 

TABLE  14 


NUMBKK  OF  PERSONS  VACCINATED  (or  re-vaccinated)  DURING 

YEAR  1954 


Age  at  flate  of  Vaccination 

Under  1 i 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

.■.ninl;er  \'acf;inat(;d 

1S4  i 5 

7 

1 1 

15 

222 

(Ho%) 

'suinl>cr  l<c-\'accinat(;d  . . 

1 

5 

40 

1 80 

225 

39 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  SPECIALLY  REPORTED  DURING  PERIOD  (age 

groups  as  above) 


(a)  Generalised  Vaccinia  . . 

(b)  Post-vaccinal  Encephalo- 
myelitis . . 

1 

(c)  Death  from  complications  of 
vaccination  other  than  (a)  and 
(b)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“ i “ 

Diphtheria  Immeiiisation  and 
Diphtheria/Perthossis  Immunisation 

Thanks  to  the  high  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  the 
Borough  year  after  year,  there  were  again  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  during  the  year.  (See  remarks  in  first  half  of  report.) 

Figures  below  speak  for  themselves. 

Twenty-one  sessions  for  inoculation  were  held  during  the  year  and 
particulars  of  the  numbers  dealt  with,  and  including  those  dealt  with  by 
private  practitioners,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


TABLE  15 


Under  i year 

1-4  years 

5-14  years 

Number  of  children  who  completed  the 
full  course  during  the  year 

158 

50 

Number  of  children  who  received  a 

(Combined) 

(Mainly  C’d) 

reinforcing  dose  during  the  year 

— 

13 

451 

Percentage  of  child  population  who  have 
completed  a course  of  immunisation  at 
any  time  before  31st  December  1955 
(Estimated) 

69% 

76% 

95% 

Percentage  of  child  population  who  have 
received  reinforcing  doses  within  the 
last  5 years  (Estimated) 

— 

— 

64% 

There  is  a tendency  because  of  the  continued  absence  of  Diphtheria 
for  some  parents  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  available  and 
they  are  advised  strongly  that  Diphtheria  with  its  relatively  high 
mortality  and  numerous  crippling  complications  could  soon  appear 
again  in  our  midst  if  the  proportion  of  children  immunised  under  i 
year  falls  below  6o%.  I need  hardly  say  more. 

Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  Cancer  was  96 — 
31  males  and  65  females — as  compared  with  84  in  1954.  See  vital 
statistics  table  No.  i (Causes  of  Death).  The  increase  is  due  to  the 
increased  numbers  of  Malignant  Stomach  Disease,  i.e.  15  as  against  7 
in  1954,  and  of  Uterus  Carcinoma  7 as  against  nil  in  1954.  The  figures 
for  Cancer  of  the  Lung  remain  the  same,  i.e.  14,  while  Breast  Cancer 
fell  from  14  to  9. 
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Tuberculosis 

During  1955,  formal  notifications  under  the  Regulations  were 
received  in  respect  of  9 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  2 cases 
of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

In  addition,  10  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
from  the  following  sources : 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
Transfers  from  other  areas  ....  9 

Cases  restored  to  the  Register  . . . . i --- 


TABLE  16 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- Res 

piratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Alale 

1 Female 

Male 

Female 

Male  1 Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— i 

— . 

— 

5—15 

— 

■ — 

] 

— 

— ■ i — 

— 

— 

15—25 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

25—33 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

35 — -45 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

■ — ■ : — 

45 — 55 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— I 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

■ — 

— ■ 

1 — 

I ! 

— 

— 

Over  65 

2 

1 

■ — • 

■ I 

: 

- 

Totals 

5 

4 

I 

I 

T ! I 

i — 

— 

'Die  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1955  was  as  follows  ; — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

57 

42 

99 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

4 

9 

62 

46 

108 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  3 more  cases  in  the  area  as  compared 
witli  1954  (103).  'I'liis  is  due  to  there  having  been  2 deaths,  12  cases 
having  left  the  area,  and  4 cases  removed  from  the  Register  (18).  While 
1 1 new  cas(;s  have  been  added  to  the  Register,  9 cases  have  been  trans- 
ferred into  th(j  area,  and  r case  restored  to  the  Register  (21). 

'rh(;se  figures  follow  the  pattern  found  throughout  the  Country, 
viz.  that  while  fewer  cases  are  dying  and  more  cases  are  being  cured, 
the  general  ineifhuice  remains  tlu^  same  indicating  constant  need  for  the 
dia.gnosis  of  undiscovered  cases  and  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
' |>re;i/b  hf)using,  disinfection,  follow  u])  visits,  and  fre(]uent  checks 
of  aispee.ts  ami  contacts  including  sjiutum  examinations  and  chest 
X rays. 
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Report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1955,  the  tenth  since  taking  up  my  appointment  in  Bexhill. 

It  is  perhaps  opportune  that  I should  look  back  over  preceding 
years  and  take  note  of  the  succeeding  phases  of  public  health  work, 
wdth  particular  regard  to  environmental  hygiene. 

The  immediate  post-war  years  were  an  unsettled  period  spent 
chiefly  in  endeavouring  to  get  things  moving  again  and  were  some- 
what difficult  owing  to  restrictions  and  shortage  of  materials. 

Rehabilitation,  Housing  and  Clean  Food  have  been  the  subject  of 
Government  support  and  publicity.  During  the  past  few  years  a more 
practical  application  towards  these  several  problems  has  been  forth- 
coming. 

Last  year  a complete  survey  of  the  Housing  position  was  called 
for,  followed  by  positive  action  by  Local  Authorities  in  dealing  with  the 
problem  either  by  clearance  or  by  renovation. 

Food  handling  has  long  been  the  topic  of  discussions,  and  com- 
parison with  other  countries,  both  on  the  Continent  and  America,  have 
been  made.  Clean  F'ood  Guilds  and  other  similar  voluntary  organis- 
ations have  played  a great  part  in  making  the  country  “ Food  Hygiene  ” 
conscious.  Most  people  were  satisfied,  however,  that  something  more 
effective  on  general  lines  was  essential  if  we  were  to  make  progress  in 
our  efforts  to  reduce  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
which  followed,  will  do  much  to  assist  Food  Officers  in  raising  the 
standards.  The  future  can  only  tell  how  successful  we  may  be,  and 
whilst  realising  that  the  Regulations  would  be  contentious  I say  that 
they  are  the  most  reasonable  and  common  sense  set  of  laws  issued 
relating  to  food  for  many  years. 

Clean  air  has  also  been  much  to  the  forefront  of  discussion  at 
conferences  and  amongst  technical  officers.  Whilst  this  problem  is 
not  of  great  moment  in  Bexhill  we  must  keep  abreast  with  a knowledge 
of  the  problem. 

The  problem  of  Slaughtering  and  Slaughterhouses  came  much  to 
the  front  of  Local  Authorities’  activities  and  several  ways  of  dealing 
with  the  situation  created  on  the  cessation  of  Government  control  were 
suggested — Regional  Slaughterhouses  or  Area  Slaughterhouses  were 
discussed  and  debated.  A modihed  form  of  Area  or  Central  Slaughter- 
ing was  finally  suggested,  but  the  position  has  not  yet  been  finally 
determined.  The  scheme  which  covers  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Battle  and 
Rye,  with  slaughtering  at  Hastings,  appears  to  be  working  smoothly. 
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Matters  of  interest  in  local  spheres  can  be  commented  upon  under 
various  headings : 

Cesspools 

Routine  inspections  haVe  been  carried  out  at  fairly  regular  intervals. 

The  elimination  of  cesspools  in  the  Turkey  Road  area  proceeded — • 
21  premises  have  now  been  connected  to  the  new  section  of  the  sewer. 
Only  two  properties  remain  to  be  dealt  with;  it  may  also  be  possible 
to  deal  with  two  other  properties  situated  outside  the  statutory  distance 
from  the  public  sewer. 

House  Drainage 

Although  drainage  work  forms  only  a small  part  of  a Sanitary 
Inspector’s  work  nowadays,  the  supervision  of  repair  and  reconstruction 
work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  a town  like  Bexhill 
properties  are  constantly  changing  hands  and  in  some  instances  the 
wiser  purchasers  request  the  Local  Authority  to  test  the  drainage 
system.  Invariably  some  defects  are  found. 

Intending  house  purchasers  would  be  well  advised  to  obtain  a 
certihcate  as  to  the  condition  of  the  drainage  system  before  completing 
a transfer  of  property. 

Dustbins 

In  common  with  other  districts  a number  of  contentious  cases  in 
regard  to  the  provision  of  dustbins  have  been  dealt  with.  There  is  a 
general  impression  throughout  the  country  that  the  owner  is  in  all 
cases  responsible  for  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  storage  of  house 
refuse,  i.e.  a dustbin — this  is  not  correct.  As  a guide  I quote  Section  73 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

“A  local  authority  who,  as  respect  their  district  or  any  part 
thereof,  have  undertaken  the  removal  of  house  refuse  may  by  notice 
require  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  building  within  the  district, 
or,  as  the  case  may  be,  within  that  part  of  the  district,  to  provide 
such  number  of  covered  dustbins  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse 
of  sucli  material,  size  and  construction  as  the  authority  may 
ap])rove.” 

Garden  Refuse — Weeds 

An  increasing  number  of  complaints  relating  to  the  dumping  of 
garden  rcdiise  on  vacant  ])lots  of  land  have  been  received.  The  culprit 
of  i\](t  dumi)ing  is  difficnlt  to  detect  and  the  complainants  are  not  very 
ti(;]pfiil.  riiey  refuse  to  give  information  of  the  persons  responsible. 
1‘ortunately  these  vacant  ])lots  of  land  are  disappearing,  particularly 
in  the  bnilt-up  areas  of  the  town.  It  is  not  possible  in  all  circumstances 
to  (\c<l\  with  dnm])ing,  as  conditions  do  not  always  constitute  a nuisance 
or  a danger  to  j)nblic  health. 

Some  f>wners  have  be(‘n  co-o])erati ve  by  fencing  land  and  placing 
warning  noti^a^s. 
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Perhaps  I might  appeal  to  amateur  and  professional  gardeners 
alike  not  to  cause  unnecessary  eyesores  in  the  town. 

Dealing  with  weed-infested  land  has  also  become  one  of  the  Depart- 
ment’s multifarious  activities.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  deal  with 
the  problem,  but  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  legislation  on  the  question 
of  weeds  infestation  relates  principally  to  the  effect  on  agricultural 
land.  Consultation  with  the  Officers  of  the  Land  Commissioner  has 
taken  place  throughout  the  year. 

Food  Inspection — Milk — Ice  Cream 

Under  the  general  heading  of  Food,  the  inspection  of  food  pre- 
paring premises.  Dairies  and  milk  shops.  Ice  cream  shops.  Cafes  and 
Bakehouses  has  been  carried  on  with  vigour. 

Milk 

A total  of  1 17  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  of  which  12 
failed  the  laboratory  tests. 

Ice  Cream 

A total  of  120  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  of  which  113 
(Grade  i,  67;  Grade  2,  46)  or  94.16%  satished  the  requirements  of  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  standard  of  public  conveniences  provided  in  the  town  is  fairly 
good  but  there  is  room  for  much  improvement  both  in  regard  to  im- 
proving existing  facilities  and  in  the  provision  of  increased  facilities  in 
those  parts  of  the  town  not  yet  catered  for. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Devonshire  Square  convenience  is,  we 
hope,  a beginning  of  a series  of  improvements. 

Summary : 

No.  of  conveniences  with  facilities  for  Females  and  Males. . . 10 

No.  of  conveniences  with  facilities  for  Females  only  ...  i 

No.  of  conveniences  with  facilities  for  Males  only  ...  i 

No.  of  conveniences  with  urinal  facilities  only  ...  ...  i 

Building  Sites 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  visited  building  sites  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  suitable  closet  accommodation 
for  the  use  of  the  personnel  employed  on  the  site. 

Moveable  Dwellings — Caravans  and  Tents 

This  particular  form  of  holiday  continues  to  increase  and  the 
activities  of  the  Department  in  regard  to  control  have  been  reported 
upon  year  by  year.  There  are  no  new  factors  of  moment  to  comment 
upon.  Sites  have  been  well  conducted  and  co-operation  between  the 
Department  and  Site  Operators  has  been  maintained. 


44 


The  accompanying  tables  set  out  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  course  of  the  year: 

TABLE  17 

Housing  inspection,  P.H.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  582 

Visits  re  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1364 

Housing  inspection,  H.A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Visits  re  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  71 

Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  Improvement  Grants  ...  19 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n i 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Samples  procured  ; 

Main  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Swimming  Bath  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  6 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Stables  and/or  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Poultry/Rabbit  keeping  ...  ...  ...  . ...  ...  10 

Fried  hsh  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Factories — mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Factories — non  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Workplaces,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  Acts,  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

Theatres,  cinemas,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  407 

Drainage — general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  554 

Drainage — testing  by  : 

(a)  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

(b)  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

(c)  Colour  33 

Other  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  262 

Ashes  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

W’orks  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  103 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Licensefl  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Smoke  f)bservations  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 

Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Butchers’  sliops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Bakel]Ous(;s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

kishmongfus  and  poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Greengrocers  anfl  friiiterfus  ..;  ...  . ...  ..  20 

k.ewslieds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  i 

Fairies  end  milksliops  ...  ...  ...  ..  •••  82 
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Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Ice  cream  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  no 

Milk  sampling — Methylene  Blue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  127 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Other  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Infectious  Disease  and  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Disinfestation,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Disinfestation,  bugs,  fleas  etc.  ...  ....  ..  ..  ...  118 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 


6,751 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


COMPLAINTS 


842 

830 

804 

818 


7.'58 


TABLE  18 
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Condition  of  premises  . . . . . . . . 13 

Housing  Defects  . . . . . . . . 49 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dampness  . . . . . , . . . . 28 

Water  supply  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Drains  and  sanitary  fittings  . . . . . . 69 

Verminous  premises  . . . . . . = . 13 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . ii 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . . . . . . 17 

Rats  and  mice  . . . . . . . . . . 287 

Milk  and  dairies  . . . . . . . . i 

x\bsence  of,  or  defective  dustbin  . . . . 4 

Food  premises  . . . . . . , . . . i 

Food  53 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . .v  . . 2 

Smoke  nuisance  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Stoving  and  or  disinfection  of  rooms  . . 66 

Beetles,  ants,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 30 

Flooding  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Rehousing:  M.O.H.  ..  ..  ..  ..  i 

Overgrown  land  . . . . . . . . 19 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  . . . . 2 

Old  People  . . . . . , . . . . 2 

Pigeon  Nuisance . . . . . , . . . . i 

Septic  Tanks  . . . . . . . . . . i 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . 49 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NOTICES 
TABLE  19 


Statutory  Notices  served  during  1955  . . . . . . • . 58 

Statutory  Notices  comj)]ied  with  during  1955  . . . . . ^ 32 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1595  . . . . 26 

Informal  NcAices  served  during  1955  . . . . . . . . 390 

Infr>rnial  Notica^s  corn])hed  with  during  1955  . . . , . . 324 

Inff>rmal  Notices  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1955  . . . . 66 
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HOUSE  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEP/iENTS 

Thirty-nine  houses  were  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

The  following  tables  show  the  sanitary  improvements  effected  during 
the  year; 


TABLE  20 

Drains  entirely  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

N ew  branch  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Soil  pipes  or  vent  pipes  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Choked  drains...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  frames  and  covers  to  existing  chambers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’ ...  5 

Defective  or  overflowing  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Septic  tank  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  W.C.  pan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  W.C.  seats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Insanitary  and  defective  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Surround  to  sink  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  go 

Defective  plaster  to  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Defective  external  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dampness  of  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Dampness  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Defective  air  bricks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls  requiring  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Ceilings  requiring  cleansing  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Defective  fireplaces  and  grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  kitchen  ranges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Defective  chimney  fmes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  9 

Defective  doors  and  cupboards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  sashes  and  frames  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


4? 

Dustbins  provided 
Accumulation  of  Refuse/Manure 
Vermin... 

Dirty  floors 

Defective  rain  water  pipes 
Defective  eaves  gutters 
Defective  floors 
Defective  cills 

Absence  of  intervening  ventilated  space 
Absence  of  closet  accommodation  ... 
Absence  of  suitable  artiflcial  lighting 
Absence  of  washing  facilities 
^Miscellaneous  ... 


..  158 

3 

I 

4 
22 
18 

••  38 

6 
I 

N 

5 

1 

2 
90 

975 


TABLE  21 

ROOMS  FUMIGATED 
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Total 

1 1 3?  1 1 " f?  r" 

o 

1 

Nov.  ; Dec. 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 " I 1 II 

ro 

11  " 11  1 1 1 1 1 1 

(N 

o 

O 

1 1 11  1 1 1 1 -- 

O 

Sept. 

1 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 M 

1 

^3 

1 1 1 I i "Mill 

o 

July 

Mill  1 - M " 1 

June  i 

1 1 1 1 1 1 "1  " 1 1 

May 

1 M 1 1 1 1 1 ? 1 

04 

N 

'Sh 

< 

mm;  Mill! 

- 

Mar. 

1 1 1 i 1 1 " 1 1 1 I 

- 

"p 

1 M 1 1 M 11  1 ^ 

0^ 

1 1 1 Mill! 

O' 

Scarlet  I'^ever 
Diplitheria  . . 
Cancer 
Irrysipelas  . . 
Meningitis  . . 
Acute 

Poliomyelitis 
Tuberculosis 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 
Vermin 
Miscellaneous 

Totals 

50 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  221  visits  were  paid  to  factories,  workshops  and 
workplaces,  19  notices  being  served.  Eighteen  of  the  notices  had  been 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  details  are  of  the  items  in  the  notices  served : 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Section  i ; 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Defective  floor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Section  7: 

Pedestal  foul  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Absence  of  screen  to  men’s  convenience  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dirty  walls  and  ceiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Absence  of  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dirty  floor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Defective  pedestal  seat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Absence  of  artiflcial  lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Absence  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  6 

Absence  of  intervening  ventilated  space  ...  ...  ...  i 

DISINFECTION  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing  and  other  articles  is  carried 
out  at  the  Disinfection  Station,  St.  Mary’s  Lane,  Bexhill. 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  70 

No.  of  articles  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  437 

No.  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Dwellinghouses  and  Business  Premises 

A total  of  287  complaints  were  received  and  3,085  visits  were 
rnarle  to  j^remiscs  and  land.  'I'lie  Rodent  Officer  has  carried  out  survey 
wrwk  uiid  test  baiting  of  premisirs  and  land  known  to  have  been  “ black 
sprats  ” in  previous  years. 


No.  of  complaints 


received 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

1955 

182 

105 

287 

1954 

238 

117 

355 

1953 

222 

1 14 

336 

1952 

229 

138 

367 

Total  number 

of 

visits  paid 

1955 

3,085 

1954 

2,802 

1953 

2,293 

1952 

2,752 

Farm  Premises 

Twenty-four  visits 

of  survey  were  made 

by  the  Rodent  Officer. 

There  are  28  premises 

within  the 

Borough 

which  are  classified  as 

Agricultural. 

Infestations: 

20  premises  treated  by  the  occupier. 

3 premises  treated  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Officer. 


Sewers 

Following  negative  results  in  1954  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has 
exempted  the  Borough  from  further  tests  until  1957. 

St.  Mary’s  Lane  Tip 

Twenty-one  visits  were  made  to  the  refuse  tip  at  St.  Mary’s  Lane. 
Two  minor  and  one  major  infestations  were  found  and  treated. 

The  operation  of  the  tip  is  most  excellent  and  results  in  the  possi- 
bility of  rat  infestation  being  kept  down  to  an  absolute  minimum. 

CONCLUSION 

From  time  to  time  I have  given  consideration  to  the  possibility 
of  presenting  a report  on  the  activities  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Staff  in  a more  interesting  form,  and  also  to  reduce  the  number  of  tables 
and  increase  the  amount  of  written  detail.  I feel,  however,  that  in  its 
present  form  the  report  is  at  least  informative  to  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  health  work,  in  particular  to  those  who  have  charge  of  this 
sphere  of  public  work  in  Bexhill. 

A report  may  invite  criticism,  but  that  can  be  helpful  to  progress. 

During  the  year  we  welcomed  Mr.  S.  Wild,  Sanitary  Inspector,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Elliott,  after  a lapse  of  some  six  months. 
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May  I record  my  thanks  to  Capt.  T.  Paget  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Neale 
(Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food)  (Milk  Production  Officers) ; 
also  to  Major  A.  V.  Franklin  (Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food)  (Veterinary  Officer),  for  their  assistance  in  dealing  with  milk 
supply  problems. 

The  happy  relationships  have  continued  amongst  the  staff.  My 
special  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Lockley  and  Mr.  S.  Wild.  A good 
team,  if  it  is  to  be  successful,  must  have  good  reserves  or  “ Back  Room 
Boys.”  We  have  all  been  well  supported  by  Mr.  G.  Chalmers,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Stentiford  and  Mr.  D.  Evenden. 

It  is  not  merely  repetition  when  I say  that  good  relations  exist  and 
continue  to  grow  between  myself  and  Dr.  R.  J.  Toleman.  His  advice  is 
at  all  times  welcomed. 

May  I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  support. 


W.  H.  BALL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


